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him for his service to Vermont, and we
thank him for his friendship and loyal
service to our State. We will miss our
daily interactions with him, but we are
grateful that he forever will be part of
the Leahy family.

————

TRIBUTE TO CORNELIA DOZIER
COOPER

Mr. MCcCCONNELL. Mr. President,
Kentucky is home to many talented
artists. They capture our heritage with
color, movement, and language. Their
creativity offers inspiration and makes
us proud to call the Bluegrass home.
Today, I would like to recognize my
friend Cornelia Dozier Cooper, one of
these gifted Kentuckians, who con-
tinues to awe our Commonwealth with
her vision, generosity, and leadership.
Cornelia was recently recognized by
her hometown with a Distinguished
Community Service Award. It is a
privilege to join her many fans in shar-
ing my hearty congratulations.

Cornelia moved to Pulaski County in
Southeastern Kentucky six decades
ago. Instantly, in her words, she ‘‘fell
in love.” The breathtaking landscapes
fill her imagination and fuel her art.
Cornelia skillfully captures the re-
gion’s beauty and the distinct char-
acter of its people in her watercolor.
She brings joy and appreciation to all
those who have viewed her work. I am
proud to count myself among them. In
2019, Cornelia received the Milner
Award, our Commonwealth’s highest
artistic honor, in tribute to her mas-
tery of the brush and her devotion to
her craft.

Kentucky’s traditions are reflected
in Cornelia’s artwork as well as in her
philanthropy and service. She has
helped found and continues to support
numerous local organizations to foster
artistic expression. After receiving a
donation of books from the Carnegie
Library, Cornelia knocked on doors
around Somerset to gather support for
the area’s first library. Her own endow-
ment provides grants to aspiring per-
formers and artists in the Lake Cum-
berland area. As an enthusiastic men-
tor and a compassionate friend, Cor-
nelia has singlehandedly led a new gen-
eration of budding artists to find their
own inspiration in the hills of South-
eastern Kentucky.

Even beyond the brush, Cornelia has
brought beauty to her community. In
Somerset’s Fountain Square—which
hosts a statue of Cornelia’s brother-in-
law, Kentucky Senator John Sherman
Cooper—she has taken personal respon-
sibility for planting flowers and lead-
ing renovations. She is driven to make
the square a source of collective pride.
Cornelia’s influence on the local cre-
ative community is difficult to over-
state, and it will continue for years to
come.

My friend continues to create well
into her nineties. She has lifted this
entire community with grace and art.
It is a privilege to once again thank
Cornelia for sharing her talents across
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Kentucky. She has earned this award
and our sincere praise. I encourage all
my Senate colleagues to join me in
congratulating Cornelia Cooper on a
lifetime of distinction and success.

—————

CONFIRMATION OF XAVIER
BECERRA

Mr. PAUL. Mr. President, on March
18, I voted against the confirmation of
Xavier Becerra to be Secretary of
Health and Human Services. Mr.
Becerra has no substantive experience
in public health policy, and he has
proven himself to be an extremist on
the few occasions he has engaged on
health care issues. In October 2017, he
told FOX News, “I’ve been a supporter
of Medicare for All for the 24 years that
I was in Congress.” As attorney general
of California, he filed over 100 lawsuits
against the Trump administration, in-
cluding leading a group of attorneys
general in opposing Texas’s legal chal-
lenge to Obamacare in Texas v. Azar.
He also won lawsuits to reclassify gig
economy companies like Uber and Lyft
as employers. In response, California’s
Prop 22 was drafted, with a description
saying it ‘‘changes employment classi-
fication rules for app-based transpor-
tation and delivery workers.”” Becerra’s
office, which has authority to summa-
rize ballot measures, seemingly tried
to sabotage Prop 22 by changing its
summary to say it ‘‘exempts app-based
transportation and delivery companies
from providing employee benefits to
certain drivers and delivery workers.”
Californians passed Prop 22 anyway,
with over 58 percent support.

Mr. Becerra’s history suggests he will
use this Cabinet post for political ac-
tivism, not for advancing our Nation’s
public health. For that reason, I op-
posed his confirmation.

REMEMBERING JUSTICE LORENE
B. FERGUSON

Mr. HEINRICH. Mr. President, it is
an honor to recognize the lifetime of
service and historic contributions of
Navajo Nation Supreme Court Justice
Lorene B. Ferguson, who died on March
1, 2021, with her daughters at her bed-
side, from complications of COVID-19.

Justice Ferguson was the first
woman justice on the Navajo Nation
Supreme Court. In 2001, she was nomi-
nated to serve as Associate Justice by
President Kelsey Begaye and was con-
firmed by the Navajo Nation Council.
She served as an Associate Justice on
the Navajo Nation Supreme Court until
2007, including as Acting Chief Justice
from 2004 to 2005.

Prior to her appointment to the Su-
preme Court, Justice Ferguson served
as a Navajo circuit judge in the
Kayenta District Court and as a Navajo
Tribal Court judge in the Shiprock,
To’hajiilee, Ramah, and Alamo Courts.
She also served for 8 years as a staff at-
torney at the Navajo Nation Depart-
ment of Justice, where she drafted the
first Navajo Election Code and Navajo
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scholarship policy for the Department
of Education.

Justice Ferguson was born in the
Sawmill, Ni’ii J1’th, Chapter of the
Navajo Nation in the Fort Defiance
Agency in Arizona. She graduated from
Fort Lewis College in 1965. She worked
in community development, welfare
rights, and Native American education
as a Head Start teacher and Indian
education training technician. She
began her legal career after graduating
from the University of New Mexico
School of Law in 1983.

Justice Ferguson served as a mentor
and role model for numerous Navajo
attorneys and law clerks. She was a
strong advocate for education and
Tribal traditional law. She served as a
judicial education faculty member for
the National Judicial College at the
University of Nevada in Reno and was
the first Tribal judge to serve as a
judge in residence at the University of
Tulsa School of Law. She frequently
spoke at law schools around the coun-
try to educate students and faculty on
the importance of Tribal law.

Justice Ferguson was also a loving
wife, mother, grandmother, and matri-
arch for her family. My thoughts are
with all of her loved ones and all those
who were touched by her life during
this time of loss.

———

TRIBUTE TO DR. DAN ALPERT

Mr. HEINRICH. Mr. President, it is
an honor to recognize over two decades
of dedication and service to New Mex-
ico from Dr. Dan Alpert, my senior leg-
islative assistant, who is retiring after
a distinguished career in the U.S. Sen-
ate.

A dedicated public servant, Dr.
Alpert began his career as a nuclear en-
gineer at Sandia National Laboratories
in Albuquerque, NM, working on nu-
clear power, renewable energy, and en-
ergy efficiency programs for 20 years.

In 1997, Dr. Alpert took his extensive
experience at Sandia to Capitol Hill for
a 1l-year fellowship sponsored by the
American Association for the Advance-
ment of Science, AAAS, in the office of
my predecessor, Senator Jeff Binga-
man. Since then, Dr. Alpert has served
the people of New Mexico in the U.S.
Senate for more than two decades.

Dr. Alpert’s dedication to New Mex-
ico and expertise has been instru-
mental in steering my legislative pri-
orities on the Senate Energy and Nat-
ural Resources Committee. Dr. Alpert’s
distinguished career includes leader-
ship in energy storage research and de-
velopment, cutting-edge energy trans-
mission planning, and careful oversight
and stewardship of our Nation’s nu-
clear laboratories and the Waste Isola-
tion Pilot Plant. While he probably did
not plan on it when he was earning his
nuclear engineering Ph.D., Dr. Alpert
also served as a longtime and well-re-
spected agriculture and infrastructure
expert in Senator Bingaman’s office.

Anyone who has ever worked with
Dr. Alpert also knows that his policy
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expertise is matched by his dedication
to his colleagues and to mentoring the
next generation of public servants. Dr.
Alpert has demonstrated his heart of
gold, a natural kindness, and wonderful
sense of humor to all who have had the
pleasure to meet him. I also recognize
that Dr. Alpert could not be where he
is today without the love and support
of his sweetheart, Ann.

On behalf of the people of the State
of New Mexico and on behalf of my en-
tire staff and Senator Bingaman’s
staff, I thank him for his service. I
know I speak for so many when I thank
Dr. Alpert for his contributions to New
Mexico and to our Nation. I know that
he will continue to make a difference
in the lives of everyone he meets. I ask
my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing the dedicated service of Dr.
Alpert and congratulate him on his re-
tirement from the U.S. Senate.

————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

REMEMBERING DR. KAREN
TRUJILLO

e Mr. HEINRICH. Mr. President, the
tragic passing of Dr. Karen Trujillo, a
devoted mother and compassionate
leader who dedicated her life to New
Mexico’s students and teachers, is a
tremendous loss for the entire State of
New Mexico.

Like so many in New Mexico, I will
be forever grateful for the opportuni-
ties I had to spend time with Dr. Tru-
jillo and learn from her. She was a tire-
less advocate for education whose en-
thusiasm for learning was truly infec-
tious. I am especially appreciative for
how much she advocated for all stu-
dents to have access to outstanding
education in science, technology, engi-
neering, and mathematics.

Dr. Trujillo served for more than 25
years as an educator. She began her ca-
reer in the classroom as a math teach-
er at Las Cruces High School and went
on to teach at Cobre High School in
Bayard, Hot Springs High School in
Truth or Consequences, and at Alma
d’Arte Charter High School in Las
Cruces. She also served in many edu-
cation leadership roles, including prin-
cipal at Las Cruces Catholic School,
associate dean of research at New Mex-
ico State University’s School of Edu-
cation, New Mexico secretary of public
education, and superintendent of Las
Cruces Public Schools.

Dr. Trujillo’s legacy will be felt for
years not only in all the students she
inspired but in classrooms across our
State led by educators whom she
mentored and led. At NMSU, she di-
rected K-12 outreach for the Alliance
for the Advancement of Teaching and
Learning and started the Southwest
Outreach Academic Research Lab and
Educators Rising NM, an organization
that recruits high school students for
careers in teaching.

Dr. Trujillo was proud of her deep
New Mexico roots and her close-knit
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family. After early years growing up in
Santa Fe, she and her family resettled
in Las Cruces, where she graduated
from Mayfield High School and re-
ceived her bachelor’s, master’s, and
doctorate degrees from New Mexico
State University. Her father Gilbert
set a positive example of public service
for her as a longtime Dona Ana County
commissioner.

Even while she took on leadership
roles throughout the State, Karen
could often be found with her family at
the Hatch Valley High School gym-
nasium, where her husband Ben is the
athletic director, her older daughter is
a basketball coach, and her younger
daughter played for the team. She
often took on duties as the basketball
announcer.

I am Kkeeping Ben, their Kkids,
Taralyn, Tim and Tavyn, the Trujillo
and Apodaca families, as well as all of
the New Mexicans who are grieving
this devastating loss, in my thoughts.e

———

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 3:02 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Alli, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 6. An act to authorize the cancella-
tion of removal and adjustment of status of
certain aliens, and for other purposes.

H.R. 1112. An act to require a report on the
military coup in Burma, and for other pur-
poses.

H.R. 1603. An act to amend the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act to provide for
terms and conditions for nonimmigrant
workers performing agricultural labor or
services, and for other purposes.

H.R. 1868. An act to prevent across-the-
board direct spending cuts, and for other
purposes.

The message also announced that the
House has agreed to the amendment of
the Senate to the bill (H.R. 1276) to au-
thorize the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs to furnish COVID-19 vaccines to
certain individuals, and for other pur-
poses.

The message further announced that
pursuant to 15 U.S.C. 1024(a), and the
order of the House of January 4, 2021,
the Speaker appoints the following
Member on the part of the House of
Representatives to the Joint Economic
Committee: Mr. ARRINGTON of Texas,
to rank after Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER of
Washington.

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

The message also announced that the
Speaker has signed the following en-
rolled bills:

S. 579. An act to make a technical correc-
tion to the ALS Disability Insurance Access
Act of 2019.

H.R. 1276. An act to authorize the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs to furnish COVID-
19 vaccines to certain individuals, and for
other purposes.

The enrolled bills were subsequently
signed by the President pro tempore
(Mr. LEAHY).
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MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME

The following joint resolution was
read the first time:

H.J. Res. 17. Joint resolution removing the
deadline for the ratification of the equal
rights amendment.

———

ENROLLED BILL PRESENTED

The Secretary of the Senate reported
that on today, March 22, 2021, she had
presented to the President of the
United States the following enrolled
bill:

S. 579. An act to make a technical correc-
tion to the ALS Disability Insurance Access
Act of 2019.

————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Ms. CANTWELL (for herself, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, Mr.
CARDIN, Mr. DURBIN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN,
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. HEINRICH, Ms.
HIRONO, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. MARKEY, Mr.
MENENDEZ, Mr. MERKLEY, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Mr. REED, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. SAND-
ERS, Ms. SMITH, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, and
Mr. WYDEN):

S. 877. A bill to provide lasting protection
for inventoried roadless areas within the Na-
tional Forest System; to the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources.

By Mr. LEAHY (for himself, Ms. CoOL-
LINS, and Mr. DURBIN):

S. 878. A bill to increase public safety by
punishing and deterring firearms trafficking;
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. COONS (for himself and Mr.
CORNYN):

S. 879. A bill authorize the Secretary of
Education to make grants to support edu-
cational programs in civics and history, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. CASEY (for himself, Mr. GRASS-
LEY, Mr. LEAHY, and Ms. COLLINS):

S. 880. A bill to amend the Age Discrimina-
tion in Employment Act of 1967 and other
laws to clarify appropriate standards for
Federal employment discrimination and re-
taliation claims, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions.

By Mr. CORNYN:

S. 881. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to increase the national
limitation amount for qualified highway or
surface freight transfer facility bonds; to the
Committee on Finance.

By Mr. LEE (for himself, Mrs. BLACK-
BURN, Mr. BRAUN, and Mr. PAUL):

S. 882. A bill to amend the National Labor
Relations Act to modify the authority for
the National Labor Relations Board with re-
spect to rulemaking, issuance of complaints,
and authority over unfair labor practices; to
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions.

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr.
TESTER, Mrs. CAPITO, and Ms. BALD-
WIN):

S. 883. A bill to modify the Federal TRIO
programs; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. LEE (for himself, Mrs. BLACK-
BURN, Mr. TUBERVILLE, and Ms.
ERNST):

S. 884. A bill to close loopholes in the im-
migration laws that serve as incentives to
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